Cann Hall Primary School

Constable Avenue, Clacton, Essex CO16 8DA
Tel: 01255 420603

Email: cannhall@compassps.uk
Website: www.cannhall.compassps.uk

Headteacher Wendy Byrne

Friday 23rd October 2026

Dear parents and carers

As we come to the end of very long half term, | would like to take a moment to thank
all our parents and carers for your continued support. Whether it's helping with home
learning, attending events, reading our messages or simply encouraging your child
each day, your partnership makes such a difference and is greatly appreciated by
everyone at school.

Parents’ Evenings

Thank you to those of you who have already signed up for our Parent Consultation
Evenings on Wednesday 4th November and Thursday 5th November. If you have not
signed up yet, the sign-up sheets we still be available from class teachers after the half
term or you can book a slot by sending your child’s teacher an email. We look forward
to sharing your child's progress and celebrating their achievements with you.

Little Wandle Reading Books

Unfortunately, we are noticing an
increasing number of Little Wandle
reading books being returned to school
damaged. We understand that
accidents do happen and we
appreciate that this is often
unintentional. However, these books are
shared resources and are used by all the
children throughout the school.
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Please help us to keep our books in good condition by encouraging your child to
handle them carefully and store them safely when travelling to and from school. We
kindly ask that water bottles are kept separate from reading books in school bags, as
leaks can cause significant damage. Damage to a book, where it needs to be
replaced, including loss of a book, may result in a £5 charge.

Thank you for your support in helping us ensure that all children can continue to enjoy
high-quality reading books.
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Aftendance

Didyouknow sy

We finish the half term with our attendance to date sitting 90 = e
%

at 95.6%. We cannot stress how grateful we are to you for attendance /A
supporting your child to get the most out of their education, Means YOUr oy
by bringing them into school each day. ;?;Ee“js- -
Regular attendance is so essential because it builds strong -- d;ll?
academic foundations, supports social and emotional /= a
development, and ensures children do not fall behind in 100
their leaming. -"- “:‘:;’gg

If your child, is unable to attend school for any reason, please make sure you let us
know, by contacting the school on the morning of each day of their absence.
Wellbeing visits are carried out, by our school attendance team, if a child has not
been in school for 3 days. Please be aware that we are not permitted to authorise
term time absences or holidays.

If you are struggling with your child’s attendance, please come in and speak to us so
we can see if there is anything we can do to support you and your child.

Celebration of Learning

1B have been investigating properties of different materials in science. This
week, we looked at which materials were most absorbent, therefore best in
helping Cat in The Hat clean up a big mess!
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Children from 4HH read their published 'Guides to Antarctica' to the children
in 3BW and Year 3 have produced a narrative using the 'Iron Man' as their
inspiration. 3BW were very excited to share their narratives with 4HH, as they
studied the same text last year. All the children were very excited and proud
to show the wonderful work they had produced!
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Year 5

The Tendring Junior Ambassador Project pairs primary school pupils with
diverse cultural ambassadors to promote inclusive communities and global
appreciation.

Last week year 5 were fortunate enough to participate in an intensive, hands-
on workshop learning Bollywood dance routines. The children learnt about
different several different regions of India discovering the geography, the
languages, traditions and the unique dances associated with them. They
enjoyed learning the dance styles to several traditional wedding songs, such
as the "maahi ve” which translates to “oh beautiful one”. Once they had
mastered the dance moves, they used traditional dupattas (long Indian
scarfs / shawls) to add energy and
visual flair to the choreography. Year 5
all had an incredible time learning from
the cultural ambassador and were able
to really show off their amazing skills
whilst learning about Bollywood at the
same time.
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Chartwells

Chartwells, our school meal provider, has produced a newsletter to keep
families up to date with the latest information and updates. An interactive
version of this has also been shared on our Facebook page for you to explore.
Please note that the new menus will begin during the first week back after half
term. We encourage you and your children to take a look at the newsletter to
see what's on offer and any exciting news from the Chartwells team.
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PARENT NEWSLETTER | AUTUMN 2026 UNFORGI"
FOODIEXEERIENCGES

EACH TERM, WE BRING EXTRA EXCITEMENT TO THE DINING ROOM
WITH THEMED MENUS AND ACTIVITIES THAT ENCOURAGE PUPILS
TO EXPLORE FOOO, TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT AND INJOY
EATING TOGETHER. HERE'S WHAT'S COMING UP THIS TREM:

SEE OUR THEME DAY MENU

WARMING
GOODNESS
JAWATTS]

SHAPED BY FEEDBACK FROM PUPILS, PARENTS,
CHEPS AND SCHOOL TEAMS, OUR NEW MENU IS
MOW DEVELOPED WITH:

W woukd ko 10 haar What on nd your
chid think. PRase complete our Survy
and help us consnue to improve the
‘achool moal esperience.

Please note there will be a themed lunch for
Bonfire Day on the 5t November.

Hotdog or
Vegan Meatball Sub (Ve)

SIDES

Whizz Bang Chips,
BBQ Beans
Corn on the Cob

DESSERTS
Sparkler Cake

*Menus may be aubject to change
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PTA

The PTA will be running the popular Christmas wreath making workshop again
this year. Here is the link if you would like to book:

hitps://forms.gle/WZi8Dj1zDHKTDH{jV7
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Butterfl

gifts | weddings | funerals | events

Includes all materials &
equipment, a welcome
drink and snacks.

Monday 30th

v
|
Opm §
November 2026

6pm - 8pm

Cann Hall
Primary School

Additional decorations
available to purchase
on the night ranging from

* 20p - £5

(cash only). *

Spaces need to be paid for inhfull R4
at time of booking by bank transfer.

To sécure your spot please fill in this form
Zt8DjlzDHKTDHj\_’7 b

CompassEko

Compass Eko Trust is a trading name of The Compass Partnership of Schools. Company number: 10360957
T rus t Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FWZt8Dj1zDHKTDHjV7&data=05%7C02%7CLBurgess%40compassps.uk%7C0397a90f35724271dbcd08df2f4cb0e9%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C639281678652466700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0dQusz0hGMcE%2BbYuUSAbGZGFRdsDfQkEL2k9WhikXDY%3D&reserved=0

2025/2026
Why are we always being asked for money?
® What exactly does the PTA do? Where does the money go? ®

o Money raised () Money spent
Wreath workshop £92.00 Year 1 zoo frip £500.00
Dress-down day £175.83 Year 2 Priory trip £500.00
Autumn discos £495.30 Year 3 beach trip £500.00
Christmas class fundraising £294.05 Year 4 Viking workshop £425.00
Christmas paper chains £120.49 Year 5 Tudor workshop £500.00
Elfndges £248.91 Year 6 cinema trip & snacks £422.72
Easter paper chains £94.53

Year 6 residential coach £1,179.00
Easter discos £623.06

Year 6 photo booth £200.00
Mother's Day pop-up shop £472.81

- Year 6 bouncy casfle £280.00

Father's Day pop-up shop £329.28

Ice lollies for Year 3 beach fri £15.00
Sports Day refreshments £57.46 ce lofliss for Year J beach np
Summer fete £2678.74 Dyslexia screening tool £412.31
Whip It Like Webber donation £240.50 Lego therapy sets £294.44
Lloyds Foundation donation £500.00 Christmas crackers for Christmas dinner £184.67
Galloper wind farm donation £500.00 Table covers for Christmas dinner £9.90
Lloyds Foundation donation £900.00 EYFS tea biscuits for new starters’ parents/carers £34.39
TOTAL £7,822.96 TOTAL £5,457.43

Without the PTA, the majority of these things would not be possible! A
Facebook: facebook_com/friendsofcannhallschoolpta
Instagram: instagram.com/cannhallschoolpta + friendsofcannhallpta@gmail.com
®

Children in need

ortind ~=3 Children
SupP~ " [(Yin Need..

On Friday 13th November, we will be supporting Children in Need. This year's
campaign highlights the growing challenges facing many children and
young people, including poverty, inequality and mental health pressures.

To help raise money for this worthwhile cause, we are inviting children to
come to school in non-uniform. Children may choose to wear either
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something Pudsey-themed, pyjamas, or simply their favourite comfy clothes in
exchange for a donation.

Thank you for your support in helping to make a difference to disadvantaged
children and young people across the UK.

National Numeracy Week - reminder

It's National Numeracy Week on 2-8th November and there
is a free webinar by NRICH for parents. Please sign up using
the link below. This will really help you in supporting your child
with their maths learning.

NRICH webinar sign up form

Maths at home - talking about numbers together: 3 November, 7pm for ages 5-13
A free webinar for parents, carers and teachers of children aged 5-13
You don't need to be confident at maths to help your child develop a love of numbers.

Join Liz and Charlie from NRICH for a relaxed and friendly webinar exploring how engaging activities and everyday conversations can help children develop positive attitudes

towards maths.

You'll discover that tapping into children’s curiosity through play and discussion can lead to mathematical conversations that every parent or carer can have, regardless of

their own maths experience.

Whether you love maths or avoid it, this webinar will be packed with practical ways to support your child's confidence with numbers. No maths expertise is needed. Just bring

awillingness to have a go!

Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment - reminder

Are you considering requesting an Education, Health and Care Needs
Assessment (EHCNA) for your child or young person and unsure where to
starte
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Families InFocus Essex are running a
workshop to help parents and carers
understand how and when to make a
request, what supporting evidence
may be needed, and what happens
next.

Monday 2 November 2026

® 10am-12 noon

© Mistley Village Hall

The session will be led by experienced
Family Support Advisers and is a great
opportunity to get practical
information and guidance to help you
navigate the process with greater
confidence.

Booking is essential. To find out more or
book your place, email
helpline@fifessex.org.uk.

Lego® tokens in the Gazelte - reminder

WIN £10,000
WUBTH OF LEGO"

FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS

* %
* %

Families
¥ InFocus Essex

Parental Requests for an Educational
Healthcare Needs Assessment (EHCNA)

Where

Mistley Village Hall, Shrublands
Road, Manningtree

COM MHS

When
2 Novemer 2026
Time 10am — 12 noon

Our experienced Family Support advisers will guide you
through this topic giving you important information on how and
when to make your requests, the supporting evidence you will
need and what happens next.

Booking is essential

For further information and to book a place email:
helpline@fifessex.org.uk

Understanding special needs
e ——

If you purchase the local newspaper, we would be
very grateful if you could save the tokens that will
be appearing over the coming weeks. Collecting
these tokens gives our school the chance to win
an Educational LEGO® package, which would
provide a fantastic resource for our children’s

learning and creativity. Thank you in advance for your support.

Year 6 to Year 7 Secondary Applications for September 2027 - reminder

If you currently have a childin Year 6, Secondary School applications opened on 12th
September 2026 and closes on the 31st October 2026 on the Essex online portal:
Secondary school places | Essex County Council Please be aware that you are less
likely to get a place at one of your preferred schools if you apply late.

When will you find out?

CompassEko
Trust
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Emails for online applicants will be sent on 1 March 2027. If you applied online, you
can log info your account to see your allocation. Find out more about what to do
here after you get your school offer.

On the Essex portal welbsite, you will also find key information, such as admission
policies, a short video about applying, an online booklet.

2027 EYFS show arounds - reminder

Play* S
k&ﬁﬁo&*‘“‘”& } A\\wﬁi““‘;"‘t‘"s' We are now offering EYFS show arounds
el N =7 exeptin? | for our next cohort (2027-28) and you
. \ CANN HALL p, can book onto one of these tours, by

filing out the form on the following link:
EYFS Show around for 2027-28 intake
booking form

Information and  applications  for
September 2027 can be found on the
Essex school's portal: Primary school
places | Essex County Council and

Are you looking for a Reception place for your child?
ofed Join us for a fun and friendly tour of our EYFS classrooms

i 1‘*"\?‘; GAFE and outdoor spaces. Meet our team, see our exciting
od . ing environment and discover how we help every child thrive. &=

e Rt 10 L

LEARN

‘ TOUR DATES '

2nd fjv@?.“‘L i (@ f0th | Applications open on 9th November
O || Oigm || Oigm | 2026 and close on 15 January 2027.

(You are less likely to get a place at one
of your preferred schools if you apply
late)

On your visit you can:

Explore our  Visitour  Learn about  Meet our  Ask any questions g’
,  Classrooms outdoor spaces our Early Years friendly staff about starting
curricubum scheol

When will you find out?

Emails for online applicants will be sent
on 16M April 2027. If you applied online,
you can log into your account to see
your allocation. Find out more about

't wait S
wgoca';e‘l‘v;:u!v 35

VR (7

W7 s ."“"' NV s

what to do after you get your school offer.

On the Essex portal website, you will also find key information, such as admission
policies, a short video about applying, an online booklet.

Tesco's Café - Reminder

Tesco are continuing their 'Kids Eat Free' promotion 7 days
a week until 18th December, giving one free kids’ meal
with any full-price adult purchase when you scan a
Clubcard—even an item as cheap as a 65p apple
qualifies.
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Upcoming dates for your diary

At the end of this letter you will find information about a TEA group
information poster, which is aimed at adoptive parents, free indoor cricket
sessions for 8 years+, Active Essex’s half term activity programme, swimming
trials information, Clacton Youth Darts academy, Colchester United
Community Foundation half term and Christmas holiday activities, half term
SEND activities and CVS Tendering free holiday activities and warm hub.

02.11
04.11
05.11
05.11
11.11
11.11
12.11
13.11
16.11
17.11
18.11
20.11
23.11
30.11

.26:
.26:
.26:
26:
26:
26:
.26:
.26:
26:
26:
26:
.26:
26:
26:
07.12.26:
08.12.26:
14.12.26:
15.12.26:
15.12.26:
16.12.26:
16.12.26:
16.12.26:
18.12.26:
18.12.26:

First Day Back after half term

Open Evening (3.30-6pm)

Open Evening (4-7pm)

Themed rocket lunch

Year 6 Crucial Crew

Remembrance Day — scouts, brownies, etc can wear uniforms today
Michael Rosen Live Poetry Event

Children in Need Day

Odd Sock Day for Anti-Bullying Week

Year 5 Trip to Princes’ Theatre — Tendring Ambassador Celebration
Careers Fair

Individual and Sibling Photographs

PTA Christmas Disco

PTA Wreath Making

PTA Christmas Pop Up Shop

Rocksteady Concert (tbc)

KS1 Nativity Assembly led by St John's Church

KS1 Nativity Performances

KS2 Christmas Dinners

KS2 Christmas Church Service at St John's Church
EYFS and KS1 Christmas Dinners

EYFS Christmas Activity Afternoon (tbc)

Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Parties

Last day of term (gates open at 2.30pm)

We hope you all have a restful and enjoyable half term with your families.

Kindest regards

Wﬁﬁv\u

Wendy Byrne

CompassEko
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ok TEA Group

Talking Education In Adoption

Essex is in an extremely lucky & unique position to have an Educational Psychologist co-facilitating
TEA group with a worker from the Post Adoption Team.

TEA groups are for adoptive parents. There’s a topic every other session, along with time for
discussion about educational related issues you may be experiencing as a family. All adopters
are very welcome - parents who have pre-school aged children, school-aged children and
college-aged young people all attend. TEA groups support children and young people in
mainstream school, home education and specialist provision.

\ Upcoming Sessions - online from 10am to 11.30am: /

———— ——

7 ™~

THURSDAY 17™ SEPTEMBER - NO TOPIC

THURSDAY 15™ OCTOBER - ORDINARILY AVAILABLE & ONEPLAN INTRODUCTION

/ THURSDAY 19™ NOVEMBER - NO TOPIC

THURSDAY 10™ DECEMBER - EHCP

THESE GROUPS ARE CONTINUINALLY UNDER REVIEW
~*USE IT OR LOSEIT* -

TO BOOK PLEASE EMAIL ADOPTION.TRAINING@ESSEX.GOV.UK

= Essex County Council A AdoptEast

&

=
—
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@aags

CENTURION

COMMUNITY CRICKET

HQTI\JCE TO SHINE
STREET

FREE INDOOR
CRICKET.

HAVE FUN.
GET ACTIVE.
MAKE FRIENDS.

6.00-7.00 PM ON MONDAYS

FROM 14 SEPTEMBER 2026
SUITABLE FOR AGES 8-16

FREE ENTRY

TENDRING EDUCATION CENTRE, JAYWICK LANE, CLACTON, CO16 8BE

SCAN TOREGISTER B i

O e
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Essex

o ..~f ActivAte
KE\ vva-' October Half
//,# Tovme Term

Programme

Search for Activities | Active Essex

Follow the link for Active Essex’s half term activities

WE ARE HOLDING TRIALS FOR
b NEWSWIMMERS! o

................

CLACTON LEISURE CENTRE
VISTA ROAD, CLACTON-ON-SEA

CHILDREN ARE INVITED FOR A FREE TRIAL/ASSESSMENT AND THEN WILL 5
BE OFFERED A PLACE IN THE MOST SUITABLE STAGE AND BEGIN THEIR SWIMMINGl A

JOURNEY!
e S-S < weae
Swim England
Affiliated Club F—"——— |
%
WA N L R
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CLACTON YOUTH DARTS ACADEMY

Fortnightly

10.30am - Ipm
Ages 7 -18 | All Abilities welcome

Come along for a great session of darts,
coaching and fun!
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COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

SCAN ME T BOOK e OCT BER. CHRlSTMAS 2026

HAVE A DISCOUNT ON US!

USE CODES: OCTOBmlFTERWOZG XMA&O‘E%IA‘&ZO%

TO INSPIRE, ENRICH cuc --ZLT"ffiiff;.ff.’&}cﬁfi
AND UNITE OUR COMMUNITIES oy CF o /CollCE

Registered Charity Number:
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RUNDATIG
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o

Colchester

i oCTOBER HALF TERM

hnldren s SEND Actlwty Sessnons

27th & 29th October *A
10am-12pm & 1pm-3pm |

<BE £10 per child Z=5

» Siblings welcome FREE of charge >

6 spaces per session >
To maintain a SEND-friendly environment e %(

; Sports, games & interactive fun

Plus space to relax in the sensory room

&
-

) Under 18s Sensory Dnsco
< o 29th October B

. To book SEND activity sessions and the disco,
y please visit Eventbrite or email :

kara@makingfitnessaccessible.com
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OCTOBER HALF TERM 9 CVST

SCHOOL HOLIDAY
In Tendring

For free activities happening in tendring for
families over the half-term holiday,
please visit

.org.uk/ school-holiday-activities/

Nww.cvstendring

OR SCAN OUR QR CODE

O p O S S E ko Compass Eko Trust is a trading name of The Compass Partnership of Schools. Company number: 10360957
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All families welcome
(children must be accompanied)

D CVST

BRINGING UNITY TO OUR COMMUNITY

CTOBER HALF TERM

FAMILY WARM HUB

St Clare’s Primary School
Cloes Lane, Clacton CO16 8AG

Thursday 29th October
10am-1pm
Free

Breakfast/ lunch and refreshments
Local information and support
for families

Winter Warmers

Smoke alarms

School Uniform bank

Baby bank

Library services

Children’s services and activities

CompassEko

Compass Eko Trust is a trading name of The Compass Partnership of Schools. Company number: 10360957
T rus t Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB



