Cann Hall Primary School

Constable Avenue, Clacton, Essex CO16 8DA
Tel: 01255 420603

Email: cannhall@compassps.uk
Website: www.cannhall.compassps.uk

Headteacher Wendy Byrne

Friday 25th September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers

Could you inspire our children? Every career tells a story. Help us share yours!

We are excited to be planning our very first Careers
Fair, one evening after school, next half term and we
would love your help!

808 o

One of the most powerful ways children learn about the
world is by meeting real people who are passionate about what they do. We
are looking for parents, family members, friends and members of our wider
community from a range of careers and professions who would be willing to
join us and share their experiences.

Whether you are a nurse, engineer, builder, police officer, artist, scientist,
business owner, tradesperson, healthcare professional, designer, florist, chef,
accountant, beautician, hairdresser, estate agent, performer, lifeguard,
dentist, vet, farmer or work in any other profession, we would love to hear from
you.

The event will involve setting up a simple stand and talking to the children
about your career, profession or tfrade. For example:

« What you do in your role

« What a typical day looks like

« The skills and qualities needed for your job

« The different pathways that led you into your career
o What you enjoy most about your work

Our aim is to broaden children's horizons, raise aspirations and help them
discover the many exciting opportunities that exist for their future.

At this stage, we are simply looking to gauge interest. If you would be interested
in taking part, please contact the school office. We would be delighted to
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hear from you. Together, we can help our children dream big and see what is
possible.

Harvest festival collection - reminder

Don't forget that our Harvest Festival Assembly will take place
on Monday 28th September and, as in previous years, we will be
collecting donations to support our local food bank.

Donations of dried goods such as pasta and rice, tinned foods,
tea and coffee, and toiletries would be greatly appreciated. If
you can help, please send any donations into school with your
child by for Monday.

Thank you to those of you who have already donated. Your generosity and
support will help make a real difference to local families in need.

Amazon Wish List - reminder

To try to help enhance the children's learning experiences, we have created
an Amazon Wish List containing items that would be beneficial for our
classrooms and school environment. If you are able and would
like to purchase an item from the list, to

support our school, we would be extremely am aZOI1

grateful for your support.

He is the link and QR code to access the Wish List. Thank you for your continued
generosity and support.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/Is/7ZBZYUCCXMXUT?ref =wl _share

Year 6 to Year 7 Secondary Applications for September 2027 - reminder

If you currently have a child in Year 6, Secondary School applications opened
on 12th September 2026 and close on the 31st October 2026 using the Essex
online portal: Secondary school places | Essex County Council (You are less
likely to get a place at one of your preferred schools if you apply late)

When will you find out?

Emails for online applicants will be sent on 1 March 2027. If you applied online,
you can log into your account to see your allocation.

Find out more about what to do after you get your school offer.
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On the Essex portal website, you will also find key information, such as
admission policies, a short video about applying, an online booklet.

Look out for upcoming posters advertising the open evenings to help you
make an informed decision regarding your child’'s secondary application.

2027 EYFS show arounds - reminder

It is that time of year again when we will shortly be offering EYFS show arounds
for our next cohort (2027-28) You will be able to book onto one of these tours,
by filing out the form on the following link:

EYFS Show around for 2027-28 intake booking form

Information and applications for September 2027 can be found on the Essex
school’s portal: Primary school places | Essex County Councill

Applications open on 9th November 2026 and close on 15t January 2027.
(You are less likely to get a place at one of your preferred schools if you apply
late)

When will you find out?

Emails for online applicants will be sent on 16t April 2027. If you applied online,
you can log into your account to see your allocation.

Find out more about what to do after you get your school offer.

On the Essex portal website, you will also find key information, such as
admission policies, a short video about applying, an online booklet.

Census Day Menu

A reminder that Census Day will take place on Thursday
1st October. As usual, we will be offering a popular menu
on this day, which was voted for by the children.

Please encourage your child to choose a school meal,
on this day, as the number of meals taken contributes
towards the funding our school receives. With school
budgets under increasing pressure, every meal ordered
on Census Day helps us maximise the funding available
to support our children.
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You can always send you child in with a ‘back up’ packed lunch, just in case
they do not like the school meal, although our pizza always goes down welll

Attendance

Our attendance this week was 95.8%
Thank you again for another week of
supporting your child to get the most

out of their education, by bringing them

into school each day.

If your child, is unable to attend school
for any reason, please make sure you
let us know, by contacting the school
on the morning of each day of their
absence. Wellbeing visits are carried
out, by our school attendance team, if
a child has not been in school for 3
days.

If you are struggling with your child’s

attendance, please come in and speak

HOW F

IMPRESSIVE!

You have excelled
yourself, congratulations!
Nearly everybody has a
couple (but only a couple)

of unavoidable absences.
Consider yourself
rewarded.

NEARLY...

Well...at least you can see
the target.

You are officially not
terrible, but ask yourself if
you could have done
better. Did you need all
those days off?

DANGER!

Oh dear. You are now
classified by the
government as a Persistent
Absentee. This is a very poor
show and needs fixing.

If you can't do it yourself, be assured that
we will be intervening...

Yor
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PERFECTION!

You have achieved a state of
perfection, matched only by a
glorious few.

The very best attendance
rewards, not to mention the
best possible start in life, are
available to you.

NOT BAD
This is the minimum target.
Which you have achieved. If
you are happy with the bare
minimum, accept some
congratulations

CAN DO BETTER

Is that it? Come on, aim for
greatness! You are currently
struggling to reach the dizzying
heights of...the national
average. I'm not going to lie, |
thought your were better than
that...

ILLEGALLY LOW

If you are absent this much,
without good reason, the
law is being broken and
action will be taken.

Not to mention the massive
impact on your future, of
course...

YOU CLIMB?

to us so we can see if there is anything we can do to support you and your

child.

Learning

In Science, 1A went on a materials hunt around the school to see what
materials we could find in school.

CompassEko
Trust
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Year 1 have been learning about the
UK. This week, they were learning to
recognise the different flags. They had a
tricky task of completing puzzles for

each flag - but used
our core value of
perseverance and solved them!

Year 3 have been exploring Europe so far this half term. They have looked at
climate, discussing what temperate, mediterranean, tropical, polar arid and
mountainous climates are like and what countries in Europe these relate too.
In this week’s lesson they looked at physical and human geographical
features. They used a map, an atlas and Google Earth to identify physical
features such as rivers, lakes and mountains within Europe.
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4HH have been sharing their Magic Feather narratives with each other. They
had to listen carefully to each other’s stories and then give some feedback

about what they liked and something that could be improved. It was lovely

to watch them enjoying sharing their learning.
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For PE this half term, the children in 5C have been developing their skills in
handball. In this week’s lesson, they were focusing on passing and applied
the skills they had learnt in a game.
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Moving Towards Paperless Communication

iy
As part of our commitment to reducing paper use and Ch ’d
improving efficiency, we are continuing to move towards s'chOOI{ h
paperless communication wherever possible. Going LA
forward, most communication from school will be sent via "'
My Child at School (MCAS).

We strongly encourage all parents and carers to download the MCAS app if
possible. The app will send nofifications directly to your device whenever new
information is added, helping to ensure that you do not miss important
messages, letters, club information, reminders or key dates.

If you choose not to download the app, please make sure that you regularly
check the email account registered with the school (including your junk box),

as important communications will confinue to be sent electronically.

Thank you for your support as we work fowards a more environmentally
friendly and efficient way of communicating with families.

The Big Future Survey

The Children’s Commissioner for England is inviting children and young
people to take part in The Big Future survey. The survey gives children the
opportunity to share their experiences, views and hopes for the future,
helping to ensure that young people's voices are heard at a national level.
The survey only takes a few minutes to complete, and we encourage as
many of our pupils as possible to take part. To find out more and complete
the survey, please visit: www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

Miss Wagland has set herself a challenge
Cha”enge Accepted for 2027, as she'll be completing the

N
SWIMATHON | £ @uoie Swimathon! She let her class choose the
distance she'll be swimming, and of course,
they chose the maximum amount of lengths!

In March, Miss Wagland will be swimming the full 5K, which is 200 lengths of
Clacton’s swimming pool. She has already started her training and swam a
mile (64 lengths) this week. Watch this space, as she'll be keeping us updated
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on her progress and nearer the time, the details to sponsor herl We wish her
good luck!

Bikeability - reminder

If you have a child in Year 5, please sign your child up for this year's Bikeability
course. This is a fantastic opportunity for children to develop essential cycling
skills, learn how to ride safely and confidently on the roads and gain a greater
understanding of road safety. We encourage all eligible children to take part
in this valuable programme. In addition, please see this flyer for information
about an October half term bikeability holiday course.

HOLIDAY COURSES \

Bikeability Level 1, Level 1 & 2, Learn
to ride courses and a new course

Child Bike Workshop & Learn

To book, please visit link
essex.cycleready.co.uk/publicbooking

Venues: Chelmsford, Colchester, Harlow & Witham

There is a £15 non-refundable booking fee

Tesco are continuing their 'Kids Eat Free' promotion 7 days
a week until 18th December, giving one free kids’' meal
with any full-price adult purchase when you scan a
Clubcard—even an item as cheap as a 65p apple
qualifies.
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Free Online Workshops - reminder EREEIONLUINE

oot
The final workshop on Sensory Differences is on 29" |G Emis A epE:s

. OFNEURODIVERGENTICHITORENANDIVOUNG PEORIE
September at 7pm. We would highly recommend i
signing up for this free session. 5

[Bumou' and Masking

21" September 7 pm

[Sensory Differences

29" September 7 pm

Health and Wellbeing Programme

COLCHESTER
iy COMMUNITY

- A At Colchester United Community Foundation we
FOUNDATION have had a very busy summer and we are now

excited to introduce a new free 12-week health and

wellbeing programme for families in the Clacton community, delivered by the coaches at Colchester
United Community Foundation.

Fit Families is designed for a parent/carer and child aged 8-13 to take part together. The programme
combines fun, healthy lifestyle learning and active games, creating an enjoyable opportunity for
families to spend time together, try new activities and learn simple ways to support a healthier lifestyle.

The programme will begin on Monday 14th September 2026 at Clacton Leisure Centre, and early
registration is advised, with places available for only 10 parent-and-child pairs.

Throughout the 12 weeks, families will take part in:

o &) Fun, games-based physical activities

o & Active challenges that the whole family can enjoy

o ® Simple and practical healthy lifestyle learning

o @ Learning about hydration, nutrition, sleep and wellbeing

. Activities designed to build confidence and encourage positive family habits

. Quality time for parents/carers and children to be active together
Our aim is not to make healthy living complicated or feel like a chore. Fit Families is all about having fun,
being active and learning together in a friendly and supportive environment.
We believe programmes like this can make a real difference to the Clacton community, providing
families with a free opportunity to be active together, build positive relationships and develop healthy
habits that can continue beyond the 12 weeks. By bringing families together through enjoyable activities,
we hope to encourage greater confidence, connection and participation in community life.
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Upcoming dates for your diary

More dates have been added to the following list, however, please be
aware that some dates are provisional and still need to be confirmed. At the
end of this letter there is a poster with information is a TEA group information
poster, which are aimed at adoptive parents.

28.09.26: Harvest Festival

05.10.26: KS2 Reading Afternoons (all week) timings tbc
12.10.26: EYFS & KS1 Reading Afternoons (all week) fimings tbc
16.10.26: New Photographs being taken for the school website
21.10.26: Flu Vaccinations

23:10.26: Last day of term

02.11.26: First Day Back after half term

04.11.26: Open Evening (3.30-6pm) tbc

05.11.26: Open Evening (4-7pm) tbc

11.11.26: Year 6 Crucial Crew

12.11.26: Michael Rosen Live Poetry Event

17.11.26: Year 5 Trip to Princes’ Theatre — Tendring Ambassador Celebration
18.11.26: Careers Fair (tbc)

20.11.26: Individual and Sibling Photographs

11.12.26: PTA Christmas Pop Up Shop (tbc)

14.12.26: KST1 Nativity Assembly led by St John's Church
14.12.26: EYFS and KS1 Christmas Dinners (tbc)

15.12.26: KS1 Nativity Performances (tbc)

15.12.26: KS1 Christmas Dinners (tbc)

16.12.26: KS2 Christmas Church Service at St John's Church
16.12.26: EYFS Christmas Activity Afternoon (tbc)

18.12.26: Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Parties
18.12.26: Last day of term (gates open at 2.30pm)

Have a wonderful weekend, everyonel!
Kindest regards

o<

Wendy Byrne
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o TEA Group

Talking Education In Adoption

Essex is in an extremely lucky & unique position to have an Educational Psychologist co-facilitating
TEA group with a worker from the Post Adoption Team.

TEA groups are for adoptive parents. There’s a topic every other session, along with time for
discussion about educational related issues you may be experiencing as a family. All adopters
are very welcome - parents who have pre-school aged children, school-aged children and
college-aged young people all attend. TEA groups support children and young people in
mainstream school, home education and specialist provision.

\ Upcoming Sessions - online from 10am to 11.30am: /

———— ———

P N

THURSDAY 17™ SEPTEMBER - NO TOPIC

THURSDAY 15™ OCTOBER - ORDINARILY AVAILABLE & ONEPLAN INTRODUCTION

/ THURSDAY 19™ NOVEMBER - NO TOPIC

THURSDAY 10™ DECEMBER - EHCP

THESE GROUPS ARE CONTINUINALLY UNDER REVIEW
-‘USEITOR LOSE IT” -

TO BOOK PLEASE EMAIL ADOPTION.TRAINING@ESSEX.GOV.UK

= Essex County Council A AdoptEast

C O p O SS E |< O Compass Eko Trust is a trading name of The Compass Partnership of Schools. Company number: 10360957

T rus t Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB



