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          Friday 27th March 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers  

It was lovely to see so many of you at your child’s parents’ meeting, this week.  We hope 

you had a chance to ask their class teacher any questions, look at the work in their books 

and visit their classroom.  

For those of you who had the chance to try some samples from Chartwells Menus, we hope 

this might encourage you, to encourage your child, to try some of our school meals, after 

the Easter break.  

Easter Services  

 

Thank you to Miss Ward who led our KS1 and KS2 Easter Services, this week. 

The KS1 children enjoyed their assembly, learning about the Easter story and 

KS2 walked to St John’s Church for their Easter service.  Thank you also to all 

those parents and carers, who accompanied the children on their walk to 

and from the church.  We hope you enjoyed the service too.  

 

 

  
Rock Steady Concert 

 

Our incredible Rocksteady bands rocked the stage on Monday, and we could not have 

be prouder! The children have been practising so hard this term and their confidence, 

rhythm, and teamwork absolutely shone through in every performance.  
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A huge well done to all our brilliant young musicians. You 

smashed it! And thank you to everyone who came to 

support. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Pre-Ordering to Continue after the Easter Holiday 

We are going to continue our ‘no pre-ordering trial’ after the Easter 

Holiday, to help us make more of an informed decision as to whether 

this approach is preferred, by the children. This week’s trial has been 

extremely positive – the children have loved being able to choose 

from our healthy and varied menus and make their selections from the salad cart.  

You will still need to continue to let us know whether you want to order your child a school 

meal and make payment via your MCAS App, but you will not need to state what option 

your child will be having.  Instead, the children will be able to choose what they want, at 

the serving hatch, on the day.  

New After School Clubs 

You should soon be receiving an email to let you know if 

your child has secured a space at on of our afterschool 

clubs, next half term.  Thank you again to all those staff 

members and volunteers, who have given up their own 

time to ensure that we are able to offer this range of 

clubs to the children.  
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Remember, those children that attended a club on Thursday during the last half of the 

Spring term, will continue their last session on the first Thursday back after the break, due to 

missing this week’s session because of open evenings.  

Parental Engagement Survey 

Thank you to those of you who have already completed our short 

parental engagement survey, on Wednesday/Thursday evening.  If 

you haven’t already done so, please scan the QR code and take a 

few minutes to give us your feedback and ideas for the future.  

Thank you!  

Attendance Update 

 

Our attendance has remained consistent for the last three 

weeks at 95% - we are so close to that government expectation 

of 96%.  

 

 

Thank you for ensuring your child is in school every day, when they are well enough to do so.  

This will enable them to get the very most out of their time in school and help them to reach 

their full potential.  

 

Messages to share with your child, to help them understand why coming to school every 

day is so important: 

• You learn more! 

When you’re in school, you get to hear the lessons, try new things, and become super 

smart. 

• You don’t miss the fun stuff. 

Lots of exciting activities happen every day — stories, experiments, games, and 

challenges! 

• Your friends need you. 

Being in school means you can play, talk, and learn with your friends. They miss you 

when you’re not there. 

• Your teachers can help you. 

Teachers love helping you learn new skills, but it’s harder if you’re away. 

• You feel proud. 

Coming to school every day helps you feel confident because you know what’s going 

on and don’t feel behind. 

• It helps you get better at everything. 

Reading, writing, maths, sport, art — you get better at all of them when you practise 

often. 
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• It builds good habits. 

Coming to school regularly helps you become responsible and ready for the future. 

• Your class is a team. 

When you're here, your team is complete — and everyone learns better together. 

If you child is unable to attend school, please remember to let us know as soon as possible, 

by contacting the school on the morning of every day of their absence.  Home visits are 

now carried out if a child has been absent for three days. 

Learning 

EYFS went on a walk around the local area, looking at the different types of buildings to 

build on our understanding of the world around us and map work.  Thank you so much to 

the many parents and carers that volunteered their time to support with this.  

  

RB made some beautiful Easter cards for their families, exploring printing techniques using a 

pompom to create a fluffy chick effect.  They also showed off their fantastic handwriting 

when writing in their cards 
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In Computing, the children in 2C have been using the iPads to collect data and represent it 

using pictograms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3M have been learning the song three 

little birds in music this week 
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4HH did their last OAA PE session (outdoor adventurous 

activities). They had to work together in small groups to follow 

a map with a key and create a 'mansion' out of cones and 

skipping ropes. Then, they showed it to another group and the 

other team had to work out which mansion they had made. 

The children showed good teamwork and communication skills to be successful. 

 

No Outsiders Update 

During our PSHE No Outsiders lessons, we have looked at the 

following themes through books if you wish to follow up on these 

at home: 

EYFS – That all families are different - The Family Bok by Todd Parr 

Year 1 – To be proud of who I am - Hair, It’s a Family Affair by Mylo Freeman 

Year 2 - To think about what makes a good friend - Amazing by Steve Antony 

Year 3 - To recognise a stereotype - The Truth About Old People by Elina Ellis 

Year 4 - To Find Common Ground - Aalfred and Aalbert by Morag Hood 
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Year 5 - To recognise when someone needs help - How to Heal a Broken Wing by Bob 

Graham 

Year 6 - To overcome fears about difference - Leaf by Sandra Diechmann 

 

Summer Discos 

 

The PTA will be running the summer discos on 20th 

April.  

 

Thank you to those who have volunteered so that 

these can go ahead.  Events such as this help raise 

vital funds to support your children’s learning and 

experiences in school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Epilepsy awareness day 

 

It was lovely to see a sea of purple on Thursday with children and staff dressing in 

something purple to support Epilepsy awareness day.   
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Celebration certificates  

 

The role models, receiving certificates in our celebration 

assembly today were: 

 

Year 1:  Jack & Jimmy  Year 2:  Sienna & Blossom  Year 3: Winnie & Shannon 

Year 4:  Grace & Leilani   Year 5:  Vinny & Zack  Year 6: Emily & Freya & Shelby 
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Sporting Updates 
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This Week’s Additional Information  

 

At the end of this letter, this week, you will find information about Colchester United 

Community Foundation Easter holiday clubs, St Clare’s Easter clubs, Tendering Easter clubs, 

free courses for parents and the new Spring/Summer dinner menus.  

 

Upcoming dates 

 

13.04.26: Children return to school 

20.04.26: PTA Summer Discos 

04.05.26: Bank Holiday 

11.05.26: KS2 SATs Week (11-14 May) 

15.06.26: Father’s Day Pop-Up Shop 

22.05.26: Last day of term (Half Term Holiday) 

01.06.26: Children return to school  

05.07.26: Year 6 Residential (5-8 July) 

10.07,26: Summer Fair (weather permitting) 

16:07.26: Last day of term (Summer Holiday) 

17.07.26: INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

20.07.26: INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

 

From everyone here at Cann Hall, we hope you have a fantastic Easter Break.  

 

We look forward to welcoming you all back on Monday 13th April.  

 

Kindest regards 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Byrne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A charitable trust 

 company number: 10360957 

 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer: John Camp OBE 

Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A charitable trust 

 company number: 10360957 

 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer: John Camp OBE 

Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB    
 

 



 

 

A charitable trust 

 company number: 10360957 

 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer: John Camp OBE 

Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A charitable trust 

 company number: 10360957 

 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer: John Camp OBE 

Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB    
 

 



 

 

A charitable trust 

 company number: 10360957 

 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer: John Camp OBE 

Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB    
 

 



 

 

A charitable trust 

 company number: 10360957 

 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer: John Camp OBE 

Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB    
 

 



 

 

A charitable trust 

 company number: 10360957 

 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer: John Camp OBE 

Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB    
 

 


