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          Friday 20th March 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers  

RAAC Update 

 

Last week we let you know where the EYFS, Year One and Year Two classes will be 

relocated to, after the Easter break.  

 

Next week, we are going to start packing up the library in preparation for 

its relocation, while the RAAC is being removed in this area.  Please be 

aware that the children will be unable to change their books, next week, 

while we are moving the library into its new location, but we will be back 

to normal after the Easter holiday.  

 

Drop off and collection times 

 

We are always available and happy to receive quick messages or 

updates from you at drop off and collection times, however, if you have 

a query or a concern that is going to take a little longer to share or 

resolve please do make an appointment with your child’s class teacher 

for a more suitable time, by either contacting them via their school email or by calling the 

school office.  This way conversations can then take place, in private and our teachers can 

then prioritise ensuring that every child is promptly received and settled, in the morning and 

is released promptly and safely to their parents and carers, at the end of the day.  This will 

not only help us, but it will also help parents and carers who have children in different year 

groups, across the school drop off and collect promptly. Thank you.   

No Pre-Ordering Trial Week - reminder 

During the week commencing Monday 23rd March, Chartwells 

have asked us to trial how we get on without asking 

parents/carers to pre-order their child’s school meal.  

You will still need to let us know whether you want to order your child a school meal and 

make payment via your MCAS App, but you will not be asked to state what option your 

child will be having.  Instead, the children will be able to choose what they want, at the 

serving hatch, during this week.  
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Special lunch - reminder  

 

 

We are pleased to let you know that there will be a special themed 

lunch on Thursday 23rd April to celebrate St George’s Day.  

 

Chartwells will be preparing a special menu for the occasion 

(shown here) and we hope the children enjoy this ‘one off’ menu – 

it looks delicious! 

 

 

 

KS2 church visit reminder 

 

A reminder that Key stage 2 children will be visiting the church for an Easter service on 

Wednesday 25th March.  Thank you to all the parents and carers that have volunteered to 

help with this.  

 

Red Nose Day Update 

 

Thank you for all the donations which will be split towards Comic relief and our school PTA in 

return for wearing something red or silly.  The children enjoyed the day for a very worthy 

cause.    
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Rocksteady Concert - Reminder 

Our Rocksteady bands will be performing in a special concert on 

Monday 23rd March at 2.15pm. All bands will be taking part, and the 

performance will last approximately 30 minutes. We will open Gate 

5 (Bright Close), near the back of the small hall, at 2pm.  

Please note that this event is only for the parents of pupils who take 

part in Rocksteady, not for all parents. 

At the end of the concert, if you want to get rid of any spare change, that is burning a hole 

in your pocket, to show your appreciation, we would accept any donations towards 

purchasing more musical instruments for the school.  

We look forward to celebrating the children’s hard work and musical achievements with you. 

Parents evenings - Reminder 

A reminder that our upcoming Parents’ Evenings will take place on: 

• Wednesday 25th March 2026: 3:40pm – 6pm 

• Thursday 26th March 2026: 4pm – 7pm 

If you haven’t already, please sign up for your meeting slot with your child’s class teacher or 

you can just pop them an email, if you can’t get into school at drop off or collection times. 

If you have already met with the class teacher for one planning meetings, you do not need 

to book a parent’s evening appointment as well. Also, if you are struggling to make either of 

these dates, please speak to your child’s teacher and I am sure a different meeting day/date 

can be arranged.  

Change to After-School Clubs on Thursday 26th March reminder 

If your child attends a club on a Thursday: Due to Parent’s evening, their club will not be able 

to run, therefore their last session will run, after the Easter break, on the first Thursday back 

(16th April).   
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New after school clubs for the first half of the summer term will start the following week (week 

beginning 20th April) Details about new clubs running for the first half of the summer term will 

be out today or Monday. EYFS children who sent in forms by the deadline for creative club 

last time but didn’t get a slot, will be able to attend during the Summer term.  

Attendance Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our attendance was 95% again this week! Thank you for ensuring your child is in school every 

day, when they are well enough to do so.  This will enable them to get the very most out of 

their time in school and help them to reach their full potential.  

 

If you child is unable to attend school, please remember to let us know as soon as possible, 

by contacting the school on the morning of every day of their absence.   

Home visits are now carried out if a child has been absent for three days. 

Learning 

2C enjoyed a day of Design and 

technology, making kites.  

The children had great fun and 

their kites were amazing!  
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2C have also been measuring in centimetres and metres! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In History 3RW explored why the Romans would have wanted to invade Colchester. They 

considered strategic location, noting its proximity to the sea and the presence of the River 

Colne. They also examined the defences of the Celtic people and discussed how these 

would have made an invasion challenging. The children then decided whether they were in 

favour of or against the invasion. As a class, they took on the role of Roman Advisors and 

attempted to persuade a Roman general to either proceed with or abandon invasion. 

  

Also as part of their History, the children also explored the meaning of the word trade and 

discussed examples of trading in the modern world. They then learned about how the 

Romans used trade in Colchester, considering how these activities helped the town grow in 

wealth and importance. This led to a discussion about how trade contributed to Colchester 

becoming a powerful and significant settlement. 

They then acted out being market traders explaining the item/s they are trading, why this 

item was important and how much this item cost. 
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4A have been developing their drawing skills, in Art. We used the grid method to help us 

draw in the correct proportions.  

 

Y5 spent the morning making Chicken Goujons, garlic bread, potato wedges and grated 

carrot. They applied their cutting, peeling and grating skills well. During the afternoon, they 

tasted and evaluated their product. Chester announced that this was the best afternoon he 

had ever had - in school!  

A huge thank you to all the adults involved in making this learning experience possible and 

a special thank you to our Head Chef - Mr Grant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While 6L had PE with Mr AB, 6AB were busy with Mrs Levy investigating some maths problems. 
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A Reminder About Parking and Safety  

Unfortunately, we are having to raise the issue of parking again.  It is vital 

to help keep all our children safe, we kindly ask parents and carers not to 

park on the double yellow lines, particularly at the entrance to the school 

car park.  

Parking on the yellow lines creates both an obstruction and visibility issue 

for vehicles entering and leaving the car park and for children and families 

trying to cross safely. Even brief stops can cause difficulties and increase 

the risk of accidents. 

We appreciate your support in helping us maintain a safe environment for our whole school 

community. Thank you for parking considerately. 

Purple Day reminder 

 

What is Purple Day?   

Purple Day is an internationally recognised epilepsy awareness day on 26th March every 

year. Cassidy Megan from Canada founded the day in 2008 to raise awareness for people 

with epilepsy and help them see that they are not alone. Cassidy picked purple to 

represent the day as lavender is internationally recognised as the flower for epilepsy. 

On Thursday 26th March, we invite you to wear purple for Epilepsy awareness day to show 

support for both the children in school and parents that suffer from epilepsy and all of those 

who are touched by the condition. For more information about Epilepsy and how you can 

support, visit:  https://www.epilepsy.org.uk/ 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epilepsy.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLBURGESS%40compassps.uk%7C753be36613e14bcb876f08de694cee33%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C639063976317999410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4jZ9X4kwoTBD4hdl%2F2VawX%2B25C0tfZ0XpqbUa4wtF0o%3D&reserved=0
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Congratulations to --- 

 

Grace who was presented with a football trophy for scoring 

three goals against her mum and for being super speedy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and also to Evie, in Year 4, who has been cast as a junior 

dancer in the upcoming production of the Easter 

pantomime, Mother Goose, at the Princes Theatre on 

Sunday 29th March. 

 

A huge well done to both girls! 

 

 

Sports Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration certificates  

 

The role models, receiving certificates in our celebration assembly 

today were: 

 

Year 1:  Isla & Iviee   Year 2:  Gracie & Madison  Year 3: Oliver & Billy 

Year 4:  Theo & Riley     Year 5:  Oliver & Louis  Year 6: Silan & Safiya 
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This Week’s Additional Information  

 

At the end of this letter, you will find information about Colchester United Community 

Foundation Easter holiday clubs, St Clare’s Easter clubs, free courses for parents and the new 

Spring/Summer dinner menus.  

 

Upcoming dates 

 

23.03.26: KS1 Easter Service  

23.03.26: Rocky Steady Band Performances 

24.03.26: EYFS walk around the local area 

25.03.26: World Maths Day 

25.03.26: KS2 Easter Service at St John’s Church 

25.03.26: Parents Evening 3.40-6pm 

26.03.26: Wear Purple for Epilepsy Awareness Day 

26.03.26: Parents Evening 4-7pm 

26.03.26: Chartwells School Menu Parents Taster Session 

27.03.26: Last day of term (Easter Holiday) 

13.04.26: Children return to school 

20.04.26: PTA Summer Discos 

04.05.26: Bank Holiday 

11.05.26: KS2 SATs Week (11-14 May) 

15.06.26: Father’s Day Pop-Up Shop 

22.05.26: Last day of term (Half Term Holiday) 

01.06.26: Children return to school  

05.07.26: Year 6 Residential (5-8 July) 

10.07,26: Summer Fair (weather permitting) 

16:07.26: Last day of term (Summer Holiday) 

17.07.26: INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

20.07.26: INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

 

Have a wonderful weekend, everyone!  

 

Kindest regards 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Byrne 
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