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          Friday 13th March 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers  

RAAC Roof Project Update  

 

We are delighted that the second phase of the roof project is nearly complete and is due 

to be handed back to us on the last day of this half term, Friday 27th March.  This phase has 

covered a huge area of the school, with Gipping removing and replacing the roof above 

the central offices, staff room, the old Year 4 and Year 5 classrooms, the Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 

toilets, the SENDCo offices, our sensory and music room and nurture foyer.  

 

Please be aware that if you have a child in EYFS, Year One and Year Two, after the Easter 

Holiday, your child’s classroom will be relocated into our original Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 

classrooms (shown below), in the main building.  This move is so that Gipping can start work 

on the next phase of the project, which is the roof above the current EYFS, Year One and 

Year Two classrooms. 
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Mother’s Day Pop up 

 

We would like to say a big thank you to our wonderful PTA for organising this year’s 

Mother’s Day Pop-Up Shop. The children thoroughly enjoyed choosing and buying special 

gifts for their mums and mother figures and it was lovely to see their excitement as they 

selected gifts for their special person.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chartwells Free School Meal for Every Child  

 

We would like to say a huge thank you to Chartwells for providing a free meal to all 

children on Wednesday. With so many meals to prepare, their hard work and organisation 

were truly appreciated. 

 

We hope those children, who took a school lunch on that day, enjoyed it and we hope this 

positive experience encourages them to try more of our school meal options in the future. 

 

Don’t forget that EYFS and KS1 can enjoy free meals every day.   

No Pre-Ordering Trial Week 

During the week commencing Monday 23rd March, Chartwells 

have asked us to trial how we get on without asking 

parents/carers to pre-order their child’s school meal. You will 

still need to let us know whether you want to order your child a school meal and make 

payment via your MCAS App, but you will not be asked to state what option your child will 

be having.  Instead, the children will be able to choose what they want, at the serving 

hatch, during this week.  
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Special lunch 

 

 

We are pleased to let you know that there will be a special themed 

lunch on Thursday 23rd April to celebrate St George’s Day.  

 

Chartwells will be preparing a special menu for the occasion (shown 

here) and we hope the children enjoy this ‘one off’ menu – it looks 

delicious! 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Nose Day 

 

For any donation, wear something red or ‘take yourself funny’ 

and wear something silly to raise money for comic relief and our 

school PTA on Friday 20th March.   

 

‘On the day of nationwide silliness do some serious good.’  

 

 

 

 

Rocksteady Concert - Reminder 

Our Rocksteady bands will be performing in a special concert on Monday 23rd March. The 

concert will begin at 2:15pm, with doors opening for the parents and carers of our ‘Rock 

Band Members’ at 2:00pm. All bands will be taking part, and the performance will last 

approximately 30 minutes. 

Please note that this event is only for the parents of pupils who take part in Rocksteady, not 

for all parents. 

We look forward to celebrating the children’s hard work and musical achievements with you. 

Parents evenings - Reminder 

A reminder that our upcoming Parents’ Evenings will take place on: 

• Wednesday 25th March 2026: 3:40pm – 6pm 

• Thursday 26th March 2026: 4pm – 7pm 
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If you haven’t already, please sign up for your meeting slot with your child’s class teacher or 

you can just pop them an email, if you can’t get into school at drop off or collection times. 

If you have already met with the class teacher for one planning meetings, you do not need 

to book a parent’s evening appointment as well. Also, if you are struggling to make either of 

these dates, please speak to your child’s teacher and I am sure a different meeting day/date 

can be arranged.  

Change to After-School Clubs on Thursday 26th March 

If your child attends a club on a Thursday: Due to Parent’s evening, their club will not be able 

to run, therefore their last session will run, after the Easter break, on the first Thursday back 

(16th April).   

New after school clubs for the first half of the summer term will start the following week (week 

beginning 20th April) Details about the new clubs on offer to follow shortly.  

In Y1 phonics club, children have been playing lots of different games to support their 

reading skills. They have beenparticularly focusing on spotting digraphs and trigraphs within 

words and “chunking up” syllables, to read longer words. 
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The children in Year 4 and 5 have been enjoying Board Game Club with Mr Giles! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Attendance Update 

 

Our attendance was 95% again this week! Great 

news again! Thank you for ensuring your child is in 

school every day, when they are well enough to 

do so.  This will enable them to get the very most 

out of their time in school and help them to reach 

their full potential.  

 

If you child is unable to attend school, please 

remember to let us know as soon as possible, by contacting the school on the morning of 

every day of their absence.   

Home visits are now carried out if a child has been absent for three days. 
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Learning  

Here are some photos of 4HHs science this week. They made 

a model water cycle using a plastic bag which they could 

then take home. At home they will fill it with some water and 

then tape it to a window. After a couple of hours in the sun the 

children will be able to see the 4 main stages of the water 

cycle - evaporation, condensation, precipitation and 

collection. 

 

 

 

Year 5 
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In PE, Year 6 have been learning the basics of golf: chipping and putting. This week, the 

children combined both a driving range and pitch and putt practise. Some of the children 

are developing such great technique!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tendring Show Front Cover Competition - Reminder 

Remember, if your child would like to take part, this year, entry forms, as 

seen here, can be collected from the front office.  Please then hand 

completed entries into the school office by Monday 13th April 2026 so we 

can send them off in good time.  

 

 

 

 

 

EMBERS the Dragon 

Reminder 
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Purple Day 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Purple Day?   

Purple Day is an internationally recognised epilepsy awareness day on 26 March every 

year. Cassidy Megan from Canada founded the day in 2008 to raise awareness for people 

with epilepsy and help them see that they are not alone. Cassidy picked purple to 

represent the day as lavender is internationally recognised as the flower for epilepsy. 

On Friday 26th March, we invite you to wear purple for Epilepsy awareness day to show 

support for both the children in school and parents that suffer from epilepsy and all of those 

who are touched by the condition. For more information about Epilepsy and how you can 

support, visit:  https://www.epilepsy.org.uk/ 

 

Celebration certificates  

 

The role models, receiving certificates in our celebration assembly 

today were: 

 

Year 1:  Noah & Leo  Year 2:  All the Children  Year 3: Louie & Amelia  

Year 4:  Ashley & Archie     Year 5:  Taylor & Alice-May  Year 6: Jacob P & Ella 

 

This Week’s Additional Information  

 

At the end of this letter, you will find information about Colchester United Community 

Foundation Easter holiday clubs, St Clare’s Easter clubs, free courses for parents and the new 

Spring/Summer dinner menus.  

 

Upcoming dates 

 

20.03.26: Red Nose Day 

23.03.26: KS1 Easter Service  

23.03.26: Rocky Steady Band Performances 

24.03.26: EYFS walk around the local area 

25.03.26: World Maths Day 

25.03.26: KS2 Easter Service at St John’s Church 

25.03.26: Parents Evening 3.40-6pm 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epilepsy.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLBURGESS%40compassps.uk%7C753be36613e14bcb876f08de694cee33%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C639063976317999410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4jZ9X4kwoTBD4hdl%2F2VawX%2B25C0tfZ0XpqbUa4wtF0o%3D&reserved=0
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26.03.26: Wear Purple for Epilepsy Awareness Day 

26.03.26: Parents Evening 4-7pm 

26.03.26: Chartwells School Menu Parents Taster Session 

27.03.26: Last day of term (Easter Holiday) 

13.04.26: Children return to school 

20.04.26: PTA Summer Discos 

04.05.26: Bank Holiday 

11.05.26: KS2 SATs Week (11-14 May) 

15.06.26: Father’s Day Pop-Up Shop 

22.05.26: Last day of term (Half Term Holiday) 

01.06.26: Children return to school  

05.07.26: Year 6 Residential (5-8 July) 

10.07,26: Summer Fair (weather permitting) 

16:07.26: Last day of term (Summer Holiday) 

17.07.26: INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

20.07.26: INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

 

Have a great weekend, everyone!  

 

Kindest regards 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Byrne 
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