
Cann Hall Primary School 

 

Constable Avenue, Clacton, Essex CO16 8DA 

Tel: 01255 420603 

Email: chcontact@compassps.uk 

Website: www.cannhall.compassps.uk 

Executive Headteacher: 

Head of School: 

Ross Silcock 

Wendy Byrne 

 

 

 

 

A charitable trust 

 company number: 10360957 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer: John Camp OBE 

Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB    
 

         Friday 19th December 2025 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

We cannot believe that we have already completed a whole 

term and it’s Christmas already.   

Thank you so much for your support this term, and for the lovely 

Christmas cards and gifts you have given to all the staff here – it is 

so lovely to see their hard work appreciated.   

I hope you enjoy the last newsletter of the year! 

 

Visit from John Camp OBE (Compass CEO) and Rebekah Iiyambo OBE (Eko CEO) 

 

On Tuesday, we had a visit from John Camp and Rebekah Iiyambo. It was a very positive 

visit, and I just wanted to share their feedback with you … 

 

We really appreciated the opportunity to visit the school and see the team in action. 

It was impressive to see the consistency across classrooms, the high expectations for all 

pupils and the clear focus from every member of staff, including support staff, on meeting 

each child’s individual learning needs. 

 

Despite the current challenges, the learning environment is of a very high quality, with 

excellent outcomes evident in pupils’ work, particularly in their beautiful writing. 

 

The teachers’ input we saw was strong, precise and purposeful. It was clear that pupils are 

responding positively and rising to the challenge. It was also wonderful to hear how proud 

staff are to work at the school. 

 

Your relentless focus on ensuring that every child makes the progress they deserve truly 

shines through. We would like to thank you and your team for such a warm and welcoming 

visit. 
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PTA Pop Up Shop 

 

We hope the children enjoyed visiting the pop-up shop this week. Thank 

you to the PTA for giving the children the opportunity to buy gifts for 

their loved ones.   We hope you like your presents!  

 

Christmas Lunches 

We are delighted to share that our Christmas lunches were a huge success! Over the two 

days, students and staff came together to enjoy delicious meals, Christmas crackers, music 

and plenty of holiday spirit.  

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to our catering team and all the staff 

who worked so hard to make these lunches special and to create lasting memories for the 

children.  We would also like to thank the PTA for supplying Christmas crackers for everyone 

child and festive table coverings to make the children’s Christmas lunch special.   
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EYFS craft and singing afternoon 

The EYFS children enjoyed an afternoon of Christmas crafts, making baubles, door hangers, 

stars and crowns with their parents and carers before performing their beautiful festive 

songs, on the stage.  The children did so well learning all their songs and actions – well done 

everyone!    
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KS1 Nativity 

A huge thank you to all the parents and 

carers, who came to support the children in 

their Nativity show and to everyone for 

sending in such wonderful costumes. A huge 

thank you also goes out to all the staff for 

putting this wonderful performance together 

– it was truly magical!  

The children were amazing - full of confidence, joy and festive spirit. We are so proud of 

each and every one of them.  

Thank you for being part of this special 

celebration! 

 

 

 

Attendance 

Attendance certificates went out home today to 

acknowledge the achievement of 96% + attendance, 

this term. Certificates also went out to acknowledge 

effort with attendance in exceptional circumstances.  

Thank you for supporting your child with their learning by ensuring that they are in school 

every day, when they are well enough to do so.  

A special well done to Year 1 and Year 3, who have ended the year with 96+ attendance. 

Learning Updates 

1Y made Christmas themed Thaumatropes to end their history unit ‘Toys through time’. 
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Year 3 have been learning all about keeping safe at home and what to do in an 

emergency. To enhance their PSHE lesson, they a visit from paramedics, who came in their  

ambulance! 
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4HH learnt about William Kamkwamba, a boy from Malawi who built a windmill to generate 

electricity for his village. They then made their own windmills using a motor in a series circuit. 

Afterwards the children discussed how their windmills were different from William's windmill. 

They noticed that their windmill used electricity but William's produced electricity. 

They have also been busy with some Christmas maths. They had to make the longest paper 

chain they could out of only one piece of A4 paper. The winner was Jaycee whose paper 

chain was 3m 22cm long!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5R have concluded their Islamic tile project, painting out tiles in green, blue, gold and 

white, which are all specific colours associated with Islamic art. 
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Good luck Elsie 

Elsie in 5R has now started the panto season and is 

thoroughly enjoying it! 

Here are the dates left that she is performing, along with 

her friends if you wish to go and watch.  

 

Saturday 20th December - 5:30pm 

Monday 22nd December - 3:30pm 

Tuesday 23rd December - 11:00am 

Wednesday 24th December - 3:30pm 

Sunday 28th December - 3:30pm 

 

Tickets available from the link below! 

https://princestheatre.co.uk/event?i=873666596 

Celebration certificates 

 

This week’s certificates awarded in our celebration assembly went to the following role 

models: 

 

 Year 1: Furey & Finley Year 2: Isla & Mila  Year 3: Oscar & James 

Year 4: Tommy & Ava Year 5: Carlisle & Teddy  Year 6: Rose & Jorge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also announced the winners of the PTA paperchain competition, during today’s 

assembly.  Congratulations to the winners and thank you for supporting the PTA by taking 

part in this Cann Hall tradition. We hope the children 

enjoyed their prizes!  

 

 

 

 

Pathways to the demountable classrooms 

 

After Christmas, please use the paths carefully when walking to and from the demountable 

classrooms or towards the gate on the field. We have had many children and even a 

couple of parents, slipping and falling over in the mud.  The last thing we want is anyone to 

get hurt – thank you.   

 

 

 

https://princestheatre.co.uk/event?i=873666596


 

 

A charitable trust 

 company number: 10360957 

 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer: John Camp OBE 

Registered address: C/o Alderwood Primary School, Rainham Close, Eltham, London SE9 2JB    
 

 

 

 

 

Census day  

 

On Thursday 15th January it is census day, so we will be 

having a special lunch menu.   

 

As always, the more children that order a meal on this day, 

the more funding the school is allocated. Please help us to 

be able to support your child to the best of our ability by 

ordering a school meal on Thursday 15th January.    

 

EYFS and KS1 are entitled to a free meal but you will still 

need to order in the usual way.  You can always send your 

child into school with a packed lunch too on this day, so if 

they try the school meal and do not like it, they will have a 

backup. They could even just try the tasty dessert!   

 

Thank you!  

 

 

 

A reminder if you have a child starting school in September 2026 

 

The closing date for applications is 15th January.  Please ensure you have applied by this 

date, otherwise you will be given a school which may not be one of your preferences or 

close to your home.  

 

 

Additional Information  

 

At the end of this letter, you will also find information about free parent webinars to support 

your child with their mental health and wellbeing, Winter Warmers from CVST, Essex ActivAte 

HAF Winter Holiday Programme, Clacton RNLI and Colchester United Community Foundation 

Programme. You will also find our ‘IncludED’ Compass inclusion newsletter for Essex schools.  
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Here are some ‘festive’ homework ideas for your children to complete, if they want to, over 

the Christmas break.  
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Setting Up Parental 

Controls on New Devices 

over Christmas 

Seven out of ten parents 

use technical controls on 

their child’s devices to 

manage access to 

content. Such safeguards 

can be an enormous 

asset: helping parents 

and carers to manage 

what their child might 

encounter online, while 

allowing young people to 

happily use their new 

gizmo to start exploring 

the digital world. 

Though extremely useful 

once in place, such 

parental controls vary 

from device to device 

and can often be 

confusing or difficult to 

set up. This poster below 

outlines what defences 

are available on some of 

the most popular devices 

around: advice that will 

probably come in 

particularly handy at this 

time of year!  

 

Upcoming dates for your diary 

 

05.01.26: INSET day  

06.01.26: Return to school 

12.01.26: Year 3 Swimming Lessons commence 

12.001.26: Year 2 Reading Afternoon Week 

12.01.26: Year 5 Bikeability Week (actual days tbc) 

15.01.26: statutory national closing date for Reception intake applications 

15.01.25: CENSUS Day 

19.01.25: Year 5 Bikeability Week (actual days tbc) 
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19.01.26: Year 1 Reading Afternoon Week 

20.01.26: EYFS Height, Weight and Eye Checks 

21.01.26: Year 6 Height and Weight Checks 

26.01.26: EYFS Reading Afternoon Week 

27.01.26: EYFS and Year 1 Dental Screening 

06.02.26: NSPCC Number Day 

09.02.26: Children’s Mental Health Week 

10.02.26: Safer Internet Day 

13.02.26: Sickle Cell Awareness Day 

13.02.26: Break up for Half Term 

 

 

And we look forward to welcoming you back to school, next year, on  
Tuesday 6th January 

 

 

Kindest regards 

 

 

 

Wendy Byrne 
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Essex ActivAte HAF Winter Holiday Programme  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To further support families during the festive break, Essex ActivAte are offering exciting 

holiday clubs and free spaces for eligible children and teens across Essex and Thurrock! 

From incredible family experiences to memorable activities, young people will enjoy 

making friendships and learning new skills, helping to give parents' and carers' respite 

and further work opportunities during the holidays. 

  

HolidayActivities voucher codes have been emailed/text to eligible families, to book 

and secure free spaces for children and teens. Book early to guarantee a spot and 

make this winter unforgettable with Essex ActivAte! 

 

Take a look at our poster to help you find and use your HolidayActivites voucher code. 

 

Families can also see our club information page and view what’s on this winter holidays. 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.activeessex.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F11%2FEA-Timeless-Flyer-A5-2024.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CLBURGESS%40compassps.uk%7C8dfa45e2ec0d42eaf1f308de2b41506e%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638995756716773976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zUZJPb3O1FnaGXapAr7ObD4NJJLb8dkLKWNevqz5V2Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshorturl.at%2FgjK5u&data=05%7C02%7CLBURGESS%40compassps.uk%7C8dfa45e2ec0d42eaf1f308de2b41506e%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638995756716795273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4v2KC4Y9nR%2FXAlQHOPGcVc6FzVB1UN9pwj1wGYRlAbY%3D&reserved=0
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Dear Parents & Guardians, 

We’re thrilled to announce that our Xmas Holiday Camps are now open for bookings! Register 

today using the links below       

What does a Colchester United Community Foundation Camp Look Like?    

• Activities within a safe and fun environment  

• Book for as little as just £3.16 

• High Quality Facilities  

• Gifts & Prizes to Be won 

• Tailored Football Sessions ff Different Topics  

• Small Sided Games & Tournaments Each Day 

• Opportunities for CUFC 1st Team Player Appearances  

• Opportunities for CUFC Mascot Eddie The Eagle Appearances 

Where are camps held? 

    SHRUB END - (Mon 22nd December, Tuesday 23rd December, Friday 2nd January 9.30am-

4.30pm) + Early Drop Off Available 

• Football Camp (School Years 1-6)  Click Here 

• Goalkeeper Camp (School Years 1-6)  – Click Here 

• Train Like a Pro Camp (School Years 7-11) – Click Here 

    ALL SAINTS PRIMARY, MALDON (Mon 22nd December, Tuesday 23rd December, Friday 2nd 

January 9.30am-3pm) + Early Drop Off Available 

• Football Camp (School Years Y1–6): Click Here  

All camps can be found below - Full Week & Individual days are available to book  

www.abler.io/shop/colchesterunited/xmas 

Regards,   
Colchester United Community Foundation  

Main  +44 (0)1206 755160  

Email  cucf@colchesterunited.net  

      

 
Shrub End Community & Sports Centre, Boadicea Way, Colchester, CO2 9BG  
www.cu-fc.com/cucf     colchester-united-cf.class4kids.co.uk  

  
 

https://www.abler.io/shop/colchesterunited/xmas/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDg2OTg=?
https://www.abler.io/shop/colchesterunited/xmas/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDg3MDc=?
https://www.abler.io/shop/colchesterunited/xmas/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDg3MDE=?
https://www.abler.io/shop/colchesterunited/xmas/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDg3MDk=
http://www.abler.io/shop/colchesterunited/xmas
tel:+44%20(0)1206%20755160
mailto:cucf@colchesterunited.net
http://www.cu-fc.com/cucf
http://www.cu-fc.com/cucf
https://colchester-united-cf.class4kids.co.uk/
https://colchester-united-cf.class4kids.co.uk/
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