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       Friday 26th January 2024 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

NSPCC Number Day 

 

Don’t forget, we are going to support the NSPCC again this year, 

by taking part in their NSPCC Number Day on Friday 2nd February.  

For a minimum donation of £1, we are again asking the children 

to take up the challenge and ‘Dress up for Digits’. The children 

can come to school wearing an outfit with a number on it.  This 

can be a favourite sports top or cap. Or why not get more creative and design a 

unique t-shirt, hat or even become a human-sized calculator, dice, playing card or even a 

dartboard!  

TT Rockstars will also be running a times tables tournament on 

this day too, like last year.  We will give you more information 

about this, nearer the time.  But in the meantime, keep 

encouraging your child to log on to TT Rockstars every day to help 

them develop their accuracy and instant recall of these important facts.  

EYFS Maths 

This week the children in EYFS have been looking at different 

ways to make 5. The children have used balancing scales, 

the 5 Little Speckled Frogs song, ladybirds and counters to 

explore the composition of five. They have even started to 

record their Maths too! This afternoon, the children have 

played some games, focusing on turn taking and sharing. 
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Year One Computing 

 

The children in Year One have loved programming the Beebots, this week, inputting 

commands to direct their robots to reach different shapes on a grid.  

 

Year 5 PSHE 

 

As part of their work on health and wellbeing in PSHE, Year 5 have 

been learning how to treat shock.   

 

The children have learnt that laying the 

affected person down with their legs 

raised helps maintain the blood flow to 

their vital organs and that covering them 

up with a blanket or coat helps to keep 

them warm. 

 

 

 

It’s Competition Time Again! 

 

All the information for this competition and the design 

template can be found at the end of this letter. If you 

have any problems printing, just pop into the office, as 

we have some printed copies.    

 

If your child is interested in entering, please hand their 

entry into the school office no later than Friday 19th April 

to ensure that we can send them all off in good time 

before the closing date.  

 

Amber in 5T successfully submitted one of the winning entries last year so let’s see if we can 

start a winning streak.  Good luck everyone!  
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PTA Discos 

 

We are pleased to be able to announce that the PTA will be 

running another disco night on Monday 12th February.  

 

Three discos have been organised again, by the PTA, as follows:  

 

EYFS, Y1 and Y2 at 3.10 - 4.10pm 

Y3 and Y4 at 4.20 - 5.20pm 

Y5 & Y6 at 5.30 – 6.30pm 

 

Book your tickets early to avoid disappointment via www.pta-events.co.uk/foch .  Booking 

will close at 3pm on Thursday 8th February.  Please ensure you select the correct event, 

when booking.  

 

Drop off and Collection Arrangements will be as follows: 

 

EYFS, Y1 and Y2 (3.10-4.10pm): 

 

Please send your child into school with their disco clothes.  The class teachers have kindly 

agreed to help them get ready, in class at the end of the day.  At 4.10pm, the double 

gates, at the front of the school, will be opened so you can collect your child from their 

classroom door.  

 

To try and avoid any ‘traffic jam’s at drop off and pick up times, we have organised a one-

way system for the Y3/4 and Y5/6 discos. Please see below: 

 

Y3 & Y4 (4.20-5.20pm) and Y5 &Y6 (5.30-6.30pm): 

 

Please drop your child back to school, for their disco, at the main office doors. After their 

disco finishes, please also collect them from the main office doors but this time you will be 

asked to come in to the hall to collect your child and then asked to exit via the EYFS area 

and out through the double gates, at the front of the school (as mentioned above).   

 

NSPCC Campaign 

 

You may have read in the media about the worrying 

increase in reported child abuse. The NSPCC have 

launched a campaign with the Home Office to tackle this 

and raise awareness of the helpline.  

 

The NSPCC Helpline 

The Helpline is a free advice line for any adult, including 

professionals, who has any concerns about a child. 

 

Dedicated child protection specialists can give advice on a wide range of issues affecting 

children, as well as when child abuse is suspected. They also operate a 

dedicated Whistleblowing Helpline, which can be contacted for any concerns around 

child protection within the workplace, or other professional organisations. 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/foch
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/nspcc-helpline/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/whistleblowing-advice-line/
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They are encouraging any adult to use the Helpline to express any concerns they might 

have regarding a child, even if they’re not certain. By doing this, everyone can play a part 

in helping keep children safe from abuse. 

 

You can contact the Helpline by calling 0808 800 5000, emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk or 

completing our report abuse online form. 

 

If you think a child is in immediate danger, Don't delay – call the police on 999. 

 

You can find out more information on the NSPCC website:  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2024/2024-01-10-almost-87000-sexual-

offences-against-children-were-recorded-by-police-in-the-past-year/ 
 

Netball  Success 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:08088005000
mailto:help@NSPCC.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/
tel:999
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nspcc.org.uk%2Fabout-us%2Fnews-opinion%2F2024%2F2024-01-10-almost-87000-sexual-offences-against-children-were-recorded-by-police-in-the-past-year%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWBYRNE%40compassps.uk%7C4924a7982f9146eefc2c08dc184b5fbd%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638411959199125404%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l3GyHQVUwW%2Fg5wSdc60zcaC%2FLBkUNMWOZT5%2FFcc7WqY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nspcc.org.uk%2Fabout-us%2Fnews-opinion%2F2024%2F2024-01-10-almost-87000-sexual-offences-against-children-were-recorded-by-police-in-the-past-year%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWBYRNE%40compassps.uk%7C4924a7982f9146eefc2c08dc184b5fbd%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638411959199125404%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l3GyHQVUwW%2Fg5wSdc60zcaC%2FLBkUNMWOZT5%2FFcc7WqY%3D&reserved=0
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Football News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Term Football Camps 

 

Colchester United are excited to announce that 

throughout the February Half Term, they are once again 

collaborating with Active Essex to offer their ActiVate 

Camps for children in Colchester. These camps will be 

held at Shrub End Community & Sports Centre and 

Colchester Academy School. Each venue has its own booking link, so please use the 

appropriate one for your preferred location.  

 

To participate, kindly register based on your child's status (either for Free School Meals or as 

part of a Low-Income Family). It's important to note that there won't be a complimentary 

hot meal provided for Low Income families; the funding will exclusively cover the food 

expenses for children on free school meals. However, there is an option to purchase a meal 

at £3.50 per day for those in Low Income families. 

  

Throughout all days on camp, your child will participate in a range of different multi sports 

activities and enrichment activities. The ActiVate Camp Will Include: 

  

• Gifts and Prizes 

• High Quality and Safe Facilities & Equipment 

• Possible Colchester United 1st Team Appearances or club mascot ‘Eddie The 

Eagle’. 

• External Providers to Enrich the Camps 

  

Shrub End Community & Sports Centre, CO2 9BG – PRIMARY 

Dates: Tuesday 20th February, Wednesday 21st February & Friday 23rd February 2024. 

Time: 10am-2pm 
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Age Range: 5-11 years old 

Free School Meals Link To Register: https://colchester-united-cf.classforkids.io/camp/436 

Low Income Link To Register: https://colchester-united-cf.classforkids.io/camp/438 

 

Colchester Academy School, CO4 3JL – PRIMARY 

Dates: Monday 19th February, Wednesday 21st February & Thursday 22nd February 2024. 

Time: 9.30am-1.30pm 

Age Range: 5-11 years old 

Free School Meals Link To Register: https://colchester-united-cf.classforkids.io/camp/434 

Low Income Link To Register: https://colchester-united-cf.classforkids.io/camp/437 

 

Attendance Update 

Thank you for your on-going support and 

understanding, regarding the importance 

of your child being in school every day, 

when they are well.  As we have said 

before, attending school regularly improves 

the life chances of children and young 

people. Being in school every day will 

improve health, wellbeing and socialisation 

throughout their life.  

 

Our overall attendance again this week 

was 93.8%.  We are confident that with 

your support and once this bug season is 

behind us our attendance will improve 

even further.   

 

NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ 

guidance has further information. 

 

We are aware that more children may be 

absent from school due to symptoms of 

anxiety than before the pandemic. Worry and mild or moderate anxiety, whilst sometimes 

difficult emotions, can be a normal part of growing up for many children and young 

people. Being in school can often help alleviate the underlying issues. A prolonged period 

of absence is likely to heighten a child’s anxiety about attending in the future, rather than 

reduce it. DfE has published useful guidance on mental health issues affecting a pupil’s 

attendance and those who are experiencing persistent symptoms can be encouraged to 

access additional support. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcolchester-united-cf.classforkids.io%2Fcamp%2F436&data=05%7C02%7CWBYRNE%40compassps.uk%7C0da53f034ece4010bca208dc1c105841%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638416103724982368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8gcHO1tk3I2oO3QlxL8V1RDUJ77xggeodaOE7%2BAXcYA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcolchester-united-cf.classforkids.io%2Fcamp%2F438&data=05%7C02%7CWBYRNE%40compassps.uk%7C0da53f034ece4010bca208dc1c105841%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638416103724988356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sRMwdUhQ1rpT6GIu9F2RlTRyIP46YS%2FINXZTG0RvmHY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcolchester-united-cf.classforkids.io%2Fcamp%2F434&data=05%7C02%7CWBYRNE%40compassps.uk%7C0da53f034ece4010bca208dc1c105841%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638416103724996614%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s17zm1%2FMnfeDLJn0RiCdS9v%2FzwyZCZ0KD3q8ED1eAZE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcolchester-united-cf.classforkids.io%2Fcamp%2F437&data=05%7C02%7CWBYRNE%40compassps.uk%7C0da53f034ece4010bca208dc1c105841%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638416103725005067%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hvAyG%2FC%2B2Vx7iWLi78ry%2BZq7TINFUetlHEPU7Ht6rEQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-issues-affecting-a-pupils-attendance-guidance-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-issues-affecting-a-pupils-attendance-guidance-for-schools
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Don’t forget that lateness will affect your child’s attendance record so please ensure that 

they are in school with everything they need for the day, before the gates close at 8.40am. 

This also allows the school office to complete crucial daily attendance checks and dinner 

registers, in good time.   

 

What is Essex Activate? 

 

Essex Activate is the name of a holiday and food programme, run 

by Essex County Council on behalf of the Department for 

Education.  

 

More about this programme, what the clubs offer and how you can book your child onto 

one of their half term holiday clubs, can be found in the three posters at the bottom of this 

letter.  
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Beth Chatto Plants and Gardens 

 

At Beth Chatto’s Plants & Gardens we have planned an exciting year 

of fun activities for children to attend in the school holidays. For more 

information see the attached flyer below.  

  

Save Money - Free School Meals for every EYFS and KS1 Child 

 

Don’t forget that if you child is in EYFS, Year 1 or Year 2 they are entitled to a free school 

meal every day.  We have some lovely food options, on the menu each day, both hot and 

cold so why not try to encourage your child to try them out.  To start with, you are very 

welcome to still send them in with a packed lunch too, just in case they do not like what 

they have chosen. Think of all the money that you could save each day!  

 

KS1 (Year 2) Sats Update 

 

You may already be aware that the Key Stage 1 SATs, which are administered to children 

in Year 2, are no longer compulsory national tests and have now been replaced by 

optional KS1 SATS. As a school, we will be administering the optional tests to our Year 2 

children, across the month of May.  

 

You child’s class teacher will give you more information nearer the time, but we just wanted 

to reassure you that the children will be fully prepared, and the tests will be administered in 

a relaxed and supportive way.   

 

Upcoming dates for your diary 

 

2.2.2024: NSPCC Number Day and Dress Up for Digits, and TT Rockstars Tournament 

5.2.2024-9.2.2024: Children's Mental Health Week 

6.2.2024: Safer Internet Day 

12.2.2024: PTA Discos (EYFS, Y1 & 2 - 3.10-4.10pm; Y3 & 4 - 4.20-5.20pm; Y5 & 6 - 5.30-6.30pm) 

17.2.2024-25.2.2024: Half Term 

26.2.2024: Children Return to School 

1.3.2024: Secondary School Offer Day 

4.3.2024: PTA Mother's Day Pop-Up Shop 

7.3.2024: World Book Day 

13.3.2024: Learning Conferences 4.00-7.00pm 

14.3.2024: Learning Conferences 3.40-6.00pm 

15.3.2024: Comic Relief   

27.3.2024: Easter Service Assembly at School 

29.3.2024-14.4.2024: Easter Holidays 

15.4.2024: Children Return to School 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 
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Kindest regards 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Crookes & Wendy Byrne 
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